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But it was given to few, other than Elizabeth and Cecils t
realize how far she could venture out on the plank withou
tumbling Into the void. Commercial and political relations wit
France were only less serious than those with Spain; the pro
blem of Mary Queen of Scots was unsolved, and this because o
the favour shown Murray's party: Is it surprising that Englisl
conservatives thought that the climax of Cecilian folly had beej
reached?

Hitherto, discontent had not come to a head, because no part]
had been really driven to desperation, and there was no out
standing person, like Conde or Guise in France., round whon
It could gather and breed revolt. But Mary, 'the daughter oj
debate, that eke discord doth sow/ was now in England,
History was busy repeating itself, re-creating the setting oi
Queen Mary's reign, even to the imprisonment at Woodstock,
Elizabeth now being In her sister's role, Mary Queen of Scots
In hers. But if in her sister's day prudence and popularity had
been Elizabeth's salvation, prudence was the last quality to be
attributed to Mary, and time was to show whether on this
occasion the people of England would fain change Queens.

It was a strange company of malcontents that united round
Mary. Its strangeness was due to the project of marrying her to
the Duke of Norfolk, which had been conceived at the York
Conference In October 15 68. In many ways the plan was a happy-
one, for the root difficulty of Mary's problem was that nobody
trusted her, whereas. If she could be subjected to a husband on
whom Murray and Elizabeth could rely, her restoration might
easily be accomplished. But whatever chance the scheme had
was ruined by secrecy and delay. It became a plot, with wide
ramifications. The conservative peers resolved to have the mar-
riage, recognize Mary as Elizabeth's successor, resume friend-
ship with Spain by surrendering treasure and propertys and
withdraw all countenance and help from the Huguenots in
France. In other words, they decided to save England from the
disaster of war with Spain and France, and solve all its problems
by a political revolution. They were not perturbed - they were
pleased - that it would involve the overthrow of Cecil and his